LIFE  AND  PERSONALITY  OF EARL  OF  OXFORD
then an exile in Brussels. Within a fortnight
Oxford was back in England; and through the
good offices of Burghley and Sussex was restored
to favour. In the following year, 1575, permis-
sion to travel was duly given, and he started for
Paris. Valentine Dale, the Ambassador, writes
to Burghley:
I presented my Lord of Oxford also to the King
and Queen, who used him honourably. Amongst
other talk the King asked whether he was married.
I said he had a fair lady. "II y a done ce," dit il,
"un beau couple."
The Earl did not stay in Paris and passed on to
Italy, the home of the Renaissance, and the centre
of culture and learning. In July he was at Venice
and heard with pleasure of the birth of his
daughter, and wrote to Burghley, "Your letters
have made me a glad man.55 He toured the
length of Italy, and visited Sicily* At Palermo
he issued a challenge "Against all manner of
persons whatsoever, and at all manner of weapons,
as Tournaments, Barriers, with horse and armour,
to fight a combat with any whatsoever in defence
of his Prince and Country. For which he was
very highly commended, and yet no man durst
be so hardy to encounter with him."
Although his estates were under the manage-
ment of the Court of Wards, when he succeeded
to the title, he never realised the need of economy,
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